THE SEVEN DEADLY SINS.

CHAPTER I.
The Sins and the Church.

IN all ancient religions and philosophies alike the
number seven is chief among sacred or mystical
numbers. "Man/' say the Chinese sacred books,
"has seven material souls" ; "man," says the Buddh-
ist philosopher, "is the representative of the great
seven-stringed world-lyre." Every quality, symbolic,
mystical or material seems to have been ascribed to the
number seven in ancient literature, but it is without
either religious or moral significance until we meet it
in the Hebrew Scriptures. It is still a mystical num-
ber there, but a change has passed over it which, if
it has cast no light on the why and wherefore of its
mysticism, has nevertheless given it a dignity, and
sometimes a haunting charm, it did not possess in
its earlier environment. William Ingpen, writing in
1624, says quaintly of the number, "It neither be-
getteth nor is begotten, this is its first divinity or
perfection"; and Alexander Cruden, says, "It is also
used in Scripture as a number of perfection." As in
the Hebrew Scripture, so in the doctrine and ritual of
the Christian Church we may trace the influence of
the mystic seven; and the form in which it stamped